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other  States 


Vermont 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


October  14,  1940, 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co., 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Gentlemen: 


Your  very  outstanding  advertising  per- 
taining to  Lincoln's  life,  in  the  National  Geographic, 
which  I  have  noticed  several  times,  was  the  inspira- 
tion of  my  fabricating  into  granite  Lincoln's 
Immortal  Gettysburg  Address. 

I  thought  that  you  might  be  interested 
to  know  this  and  I  am  enclosing  a  small  photo  of 
same. 


Very  respectfully  yours, 


MP.  B.  h.  ^te 

Vhite  Qriinlte  Oo. 
Barre,  Temmt 

l(r  d««r  llr.  Vhitet 

Ve  «re  Indeed  grateful  for  your 
e«]lins  attention  the  very  beautify 

Bifliaarial  to  the  Oettysbixrg  Atoees  Vhlcsh  you  have 
erected  at  larre. 

Ve  are  talcing  the  oceasloii  to  xBake 
eoiBie  enclosures  in  this  letter  lAiloh  ve  think  vlll 
be  of  Interest* 

tlbdjer  separate  oof  er  you  will  aleo 
please  receive  vlth  our  ccs^llaesits  a  Ixroeahure  of 
heroic  brosise  statues  of  Abn&a&  Sdncoln  lAloh  have 
been  erected  in  Anerlea  and  possibly  you  vlU  be  able 
to  identify  scone  of  the  pedestals  i&idi  hare  bean 
fumiflhed  by  your  own  ooo^pany.   Pianlring  T^u  again 
for  calling  to  our  attention  this  fina  trlbuta  to 
Lincoln,  ire  are 

Tezy  truly  yours. 


lE&o* 


Pireotor 


Lincoln's  Immortal  Gettysburg  Address 

Inscribed  in  a  Striking  Barre  Granite  Panel 


GhlhSHURC  Ai)ij:<     ,  1 


^^^^ 


^^^^^ 


^^^^ 


Included  in  48  Lines  (By  Coincidence  a  Line  For  Each  State  of  the  Union)  the 
Words  Are  Cut  in  Raised  Letters  On  10-Foot  Placque  of  Stone 
From  Dark  Rock  of  Ages  Stock  and  Manufactured 
By  White  Granite  Co.  of  Barre. 


Abraham  Lincoln's  Gettysburg  ad- 
dress, lettered  in  a  towering  panel  of 
Barre  granite,  is  a  current  Depot  square 
exhibit  which  is  attracting  an  increas- 
ing number  of  school  children  and 
adults.  The  panel  is  a  part  of  the  shel' 
tered  outdoor  display  of  monumental 
•work  at  the  plant  of  the  White  Granite 
company,  west  of  the  square. 

The  timeliness  of  the  Gettysburg  ad- 
dress in  its  bearing  on  world  conditions 
today  prompted  Ezra  L.  White,  propri- 
etor of  the  company,  to  put  into  execu- 
tion the  idea  of  illuminating  and  pre- 
serving Lincoln's  immortal  words  in  im- 
perishable Barre  granite.  Mr.  White 
feels  that  the  draftsmen  and  craftsmen 
in  his  employ  caught  the  inspiration  of 
the  message  in  creating  the  graphic  re- 
production of  the  address  itself,  the 
fac-simile  of  the  Great  Emancipator's 
familiar  signature,  and  an  unusually 
striking  replica  of  the  great  seol  of  the 
United  States  which  appears  at  the  top 
of  the  panel. 

All  are  carved  against  a  background 
of  polished  Dark  Rock  of  Ages.  The 
panel  rises  to  a  total  height  of  ten 
feet.  Its  width  is  two  and  one-half  feet, 
the  thickness  three  and  one-half  inches. 
Resting  on  a  well  proportioned  base,  it 
is  securely  embedded  in  a  foundation 
of  cement. 

OfiScial  Version  of  Speech  Used. 

Before  putting  the  panel  into  produc- 
tion Mr.  J^hite  searched  diligently  for 


the  official  version  for  the  famed  battle- 
field oration.  It  is  known  that  while  en 
route  from  Washington  to  Gettysburg 
on  the  eve  of  Nov.  19,  1863,  Mr.  Lincoln 
made  a  number  of  pencilled  amend- 
ments to  the  speech.  Even  the  final 
draft  was  slightly  changed  in  the  deliv- 
ery and  after  the  tremendous  implica- 
tions of  the  address  became  a  part  of 
the  heritage  of  democracy,  there  were 
different  versions  of  what  the  war  pres- 
ident really  said  at  the  dedication  of 
the  national  (?emetery  at  Gettysburg. 

It  was  a  newspaper  man,  Charles 
Hale  of  the  Boston  Advertiser,  who, 
with  notebook  and  pencil,  had  carefully 
taken  down  the  slow-spoken  words  of 
the  President.  It  is  Mr.  Hale's  version, 
copied  by  Mr.  Lincoln  in  pen  and  ink, 
which  reposes  in  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress at  Washington.  It  is  this  official 
version,  embracing  a  total  of  276  words 
in  1136  incised  letters,  that  has  been 
used  in  the  White  Granite  company's 
memorable  work.  It  is  significantly  not- 
ed that,  by  coincidence,  there  are  48 
lines,  a  line  for  each  state  in  the  tlnion. 

Prophetic  Timeliness. 

As  a  Times  reporter  admiringly  stud- 
ied the  panel,  Mr.  Wliite  emphasized 
again  his  eagerness  to  frame  the  Lin- 
coln address  in  Barre  granite  was  its 
prophetic  timeliness.  On  that  Novern- 
ber  day  77  years  ago  Abraham  Lincoln, 
as  the  world's  foremost  spokesman  of 
popular  government,  said  that  democ- 


racy was  yet  worth  fighting  for.  His 
speech  incorporated  the  hope  and  claims 
of  free  government,  yet  it  boldly 
warned  that  it  could  and  might  perish 
from  the  earth.  He  said  that  where 
there  is  freedom  men  have  had  to  fight 
and  sacrifice  for  it. 

It  has  been  noted  by  historians,  ob- 
served Mr.  White,  that  at  Gettysburg 
for  the  first  time  in  his  presidency 
Abraham  Lincoln  chose  a  dramatic  oc- 
casion to  declaiin  Thomas  Jefferson's 
proposition,  which  had  been  a  slogan  of 
the  Revolutionary  war,  that  "all  men 
are  created  equal." 

The  address,  with  its  renewed  mean- 
ing in  the  present  peril  of  the  democra- 
cies, stands  out,  say  some,  with  strange 
and  penetrating  conviction,  when  tran- 
scribed in  the  everlasting  granite  of 
Barre.  ' 


As  one  of  the  few  living  human  con- 
nections between  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
the  present  day,  William  Constant 
Wheeler  of  Woodbury,  only  living  de- 
scendant of  a  Revolutionary  war  sol- 
dier and  himself  a  soldier  in  the  Civil 
war  when  the  Gettysburg  address  by 
President  Lincoln  was  delivered,  had  his 
picture  taken  when  standing  beside  the' 
graven  reproduction  of  the  address  re- 
cently. Mr.  Wheeler  will  be  93  years 
of  age  on  Dec.  4,  next.  He  was  the 
son  of  Comfort  Wheeler  and  the  lat- 
ter's  second  wife,  Pamelia  Ainswortli 
of  South  Royalton. 

William  Constant  Wheeler  was  15 
years  of  age  when  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany 5,  11th  Vermont  regiment.  He  re- 
calls the  time  when  Abraham  Lincoln 
reviewed  the  Union  troops  at  Fort  Stev- 
ens, Va.  Lincoln  on  horseback  passed 
before  his  troops  and  was  cheered  voci- 
ferously. Soldiers  voted  in  that  war 
and  William  Constant  Wheeler,  though 
only  15,  voted  for  Lincoln. 


THE  EQUINOX 


Item  available  in  the  Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection  at  the 
Allen  County  Public  Library,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

For  contact  information,  go  to  wwLincolnCollection.org. 
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Douglas  birthplace  set  to  reopen 

By  rinrdon  Dritschilo  STAFF  WRITER 

BRANDON  —  At  its  grand  opening  in  September,  the  Stephen  A.  Douglas 
Birthplace  wasn't  quite  done  yet. 

The  visitor  center  at  the  historic  site  was  complete,  but  the  museum 
accompanying  it  still  lacked  exhibits.  That  changes  Friday,  when  the  museum 
holds  a  soft  opening,  debuting  several  displays  on  different  aspects  of  Brandon's 
history. 

Janet  Mondlak,  the  executive  director  of  the  Brandon  Area  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  said  Wednesday  the  organization  is  still  looking  for  volunteer  staff 
and  that  anyone  interested  should  contact  the  chamber. 

"Since  it's  a  self-guided  museum,  they  don't  have  to  have  any  background  in 
history,"  she  said. 

Most  of  the  exhibits  are  panels  of  text  and  photographs. 

"Our  goal  has  always  been  to  not  make  this  a  museum  of  artifacts,  but  a 
museum  of  stories  and  photos,"  Mondlak  said. 

There  are  some  artifacts  though,  including  wooden  toys,  an  iron  stove  and  a 
scale  all  manufactured  in  Brandon's  industrial  past,  along  with  a  chest  of 
drawers  built  and  signed  by  the  friend  and  rival  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Local  historian  and  University  of  Vermont  professor  Kevin  Thornton  worked  with 
the  Chamber  on  the  main  room,  which  he  said  he  hopes  will  become  a  resource 
for  area  schools. 

"This  room  tells  the  story  of  the  30  years  between  when  Douglas  left  Brandon 
and  came  back,"  Thornton  said. 

Born  in  Brandon  in  1813,  Douglas  trained  in  the  area  as  a  cabinet  maker  before 
leaving  for  Illinois  in  1833.  He  got  involved  in  politics  and  befriended  another 
up-and-coming  politician,  Abraham  Lincoln.  The  two  competed  for  a  Senate  seat 
and  later  the  presidency. 

Slavery  was  the  issue  of  the  day,  and  Douglas  belonged  in  the  camp  that  felt 
states  should  be  allowed  to  choose  whether  to  allow  it.  Brandon,  on  the  other 
hand,  had  become  a  hotbed  of  abolitionism  in  the  years  after  Douglas  departed. 
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Displays  at  the  museum  discuss  tine  activities  of  a  number  of  local  abolitionists 
and  how  much  of  the  statewide  anti-slavery  movement  can  be  traced  back  to 
Brandon 

"By  the  time  (Douglas)  came  back  here,  Brandon  votes  for  Lincoln  4-1," 
Thornton  said.  "Vermont  voted  for  Lincoln  5-1,  so  he  got  a  few  more  votes  from 
Brandon." 

gordon.dritschilo@rutlandherald.com 
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"CEPHAS  KENT  DWELLING  HOUSE,  Dorset,  Vermont"  1773  ®  Dean  Fausett 


DR.   DEAN  PAUSETT 
AND 

MR.    AND  MRS.   RAYMOND  KOPITUK 
CORDIALLY  INVITES  YOU  TO  MEET 

THE  HONORABLE  FRED  SCHWENGEL 

President,   United  Staters  Capitol  Historical  Society 

and  MRS'.  SCHWENGEL 

AT  THE     '  ■ 

"BIRTHPLACE  6f^¥eM0NT"  -   tlie   historic   Cephas  Kent 
Dwelling,  Nichols  Hill  Road  in  Dorset,  Vermont 

AND  TO  VIEW  THE  SET^^Iib^OF 

"THE  CEPHAS  KENT  INN"-once  the  home  of  the  late  Lincoln 
Isham,   great-grandson  of  Abraham  Lincoln 

SATURDAY,   JULY  26TH  -  FROM  2  TO  5  PM. 


"CITY  OUT  OF  WILDERNESS" 

A  short  documentary  film  on  the  building  of  Washington, 
DC.  will  be  shown  through  the  courtesy,  of  Mr.  SchwengeL 
and  the  United  Siktes  Capitol  Historical;  Soc^ety. 

' '       -i'  '  ■  '     ■  ■  ^ '''  '  ■ 

(The  CEPHAS  RENf  BifELLING,  Home  of  Dr.  Faueett  and  the 
CEPHAS  KENT  INN,  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kopituk  /"^ 
scene  of  four  early  Dorset  convent%on8  ^n  1775  and  1776 
wherein  the  Green  Mountain  Boy  Rev olutvonary  Regiment  of 
Lt.  Colonel  Seth  Warner  was  cr&ated  and  the  foundvng  of 
the  present  State  of  Vermpnt  was  initiated.) 


REFRESHMENTS  TO  BE  SERVED 
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